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Transition as a concept

Represents a passage from one form, state, style, or place to another. It has
normally evolutionary characteristics. They may co-evolve and imply multiples small
and bigger changes in the socioeconomic system, innovations and the technical
transformation where multiple actors are involved (users, scientists, policy makers,
social movements, interest groups, and external pressures).

Transition is understood in anthropology as «rite de passage» (Van Genep); in
psychology as the integration of learning and socialization processes for knowledge
building and intelligence (Piaget); in philosophy as a change of a theory into a wider
one (incommensurability: Kuhn); in economy as the transformation of common
goods into private ones (Marx); in policy from one regime (socialist) to another
(capitalist); in discourse analysis as a passage from one subject to another in a
discourse (Habermas); in physics as transformation from one level to the other; in
biology as an evolutionary process of species (Darwin); in ecology as transformation
of one ecosystem into another often through land use change (Steffens).

Braudel (1976) distinguished between scales and speeds: structural history as long
durée (geology, mental structures, patriarchy); conjunctural history with cycles and
crises ( economic, demographic cycles); eventful history with ephemera events
(politics, newspapers, disasters) with interaction among the three histories.



Transition processes

Transition processes are characterized by the changing and creating of institutions;
regimes; changes in the role of the state with fundamentally different
governmental institutions; the promotion of private-owned enterprises, markets
and independent financial institutions, and new social organizations (common and
private land tenure).

It is a transition mode with a functional restructuring of social institutions,
especially the state from being a provider of growth to an enabler, where the
private sector and the business community are the engine of transformation.

Another transition modes are micro and macro, partial and whole, but truly
transition models should include both the micro transition and macro transition for
a complete or structural change.

Transitions can be step by step and with alignments between levels and get an
evolutionary and a linear process. This is a long-term process (50 to 100 years),
which gradually emerges and is able to integrate socio-technical and political
adaptations. Other transition are systemic and change surrounding conditions and
subsystems often also called tipping points with a complete restructuration of the
system. This radical shift implies short term break-through and involved specific
scientific, policy, economic and political communities (Perestroika).
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Survival Strategies oswa, 1901, 2007)

Massive rural migration to urban slums and the United States
lllegal occupation of marginal and risky land

Construction of shelter with precarious materials (waste)
Chronic unemployment of men and women with lack of cash
Credits from family members and neighbors

Selling unnecessary goods and some illegal activities

Economic crisis increases lack of food and creates malnutrition
Recollection and hunting; use of perished fruits and vegetables
Collective organization and political involvement of women

Rotation of women in collective social organization and household tasks
(arrangement of communitarian center, protests, kitchen, child rearing)

Collective organization for regularization of land and services

Common struggle for basic services and governmental support (electricity, water,
community center, credit for productive activities, training, seeds and animals)

Struggle for public subsidies and poverty alleviation programs

Partial-time paid work and multiple activities: services, handicraft, food,
washing, ironing, paid jobs

Social organization against organized crime and gangs
Empowerment of women and fight against intra-family violence
Social and economic consolidation of productive activities, colonies and families
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from Popocatepetl to
OOm down to 1200m
of water with rocks and trees

;',-z: often dried out and eroded
PJeforestation, also in national parks
5. Soil erosion (80%)
5. High sedimentation in river bed
. Extreme rainfalls
6. Large drought periods
\ . 9. Invasion of the river basin
ION €105 4 0. Lack of infrastructure
11. Waste in the river
) 12. Lack of municipal planning
13. Initial cooperation among the three
levels of government

14. Few participation of citizens
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What do people know and believe about the risks being
posed?

What is the past experience/outcomes of information
use?

Is the new information relevant for decisions in the
particular community?

Are the sources/providers of information credible to the
intended user?

Are practitioners (e.g., farmers) receptive to the
information and to research?

Is the information accessible to the decisionmaker?

Is the information compatible with existing decision
models (e.g., for farming practice)?

Does the community (or individuals in the community)
have the capacity to use information?



Primary Actors

* Bilateral and multilateral
partners
* |ntergovernmental organizations

NATIONAL / SUB-NATIONAL

* National government and
statutory agencies

* Civil society organizations

* Private sector

* Research and communication
bodies

* Local govement agencies

* Individuals, households, and
communities

* Private sector

* Community-based organizations

» Faith-based organizations

“BOTTOM-UP" Functions

NATIONAL

Vision
Development goal
Sectoral objectives

LOCAL

Needs
Aspiration
Culture

“TOP-DOWN" Functions

NATIONAL

Policies
Strategies
Legislation & other instruments
Financial resources

Global Climate
Projections

Regional / National
Climate Projections

Sdentific and Local
Experiential
Knowledge

Vulnerability,
Risk, and Adaptation
Assessments




Linking local to global actores and responsabilities

Financial
Fow

Actors
Households

Businesses
NGOs, Faith-based
Military
Local leaders

NATIONAL

Actors Governance
Elected officials Laws & regulations
Businesses Federal agencies
NGOs International treaties
Faith-based
Military

Community Coastal zone
City, Town, County, Ecosystem
Parish Megacity
State, Province

Information and
Knowledge Flows




Gender vulnerability and women’s discrimination increase
vulnerability of exposed communities: even non-extreme events

can have extreme impacts in loss of lives and livelihood

Managing the risks: drought in the context of food
security in the drylands
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Risk Management/
Adaptation

Risk factors

e more variable rain |

e ecosystem

degradation e
J = sustainable

* hotter days :";g: farming practice

e discrimination of
women

e poor health and
education
conditions
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Indigenous people
are highly
vulnerable and at
risks during
extreme events:
hurricane Stan
(2005)

highly vulnerable people
and regions

IPCC

INMENTAL PANEL oN ClimaTte chanee

&

WMO

£
A
\J

S




Economic losses from climate-related disasters have increased, with
large spatial and interannual variation, but are higher in industrialized

countries, while fatalities are higher in developing countries.

I\/Ianaging the risks: floods

Risk Factors ﬂi

|

’ Risk Management/
-w , ﬁ ; J Adaptation
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Mi Rio Yautepec

Nifios, nifias y adultos de 13 municiplos de los estados de Morelos y México
construimos el futuro de nuestro rio para hacer de este pequefio territorio
un lugar seguro de trabajo, educacién, agua limpla, bosques y selvas.
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1
Nacimiento
del Rlo Yautepec

Republica 1,249 km?
Mexicana Superficie da a cuenca

13
Municiplos

i
Habitantos

Parque Nacional
Iztaccihuat!
y Popocatépet!

3 presas rompepicos y d
13 actualizaciones de planes de ordenamiento
urbanc y ambiental
1 modelo matematico de riesge hidrico
1PTA Yautepec rehabilitada
Reubicacion y ampliacion de colectores
1 Asociacin de Usuarios del Rio Yautepac
2 viveros ¥ un centro de germoplasma
15 millones de arboles reforestados
3 centros de acopio de deseche salidos
3 mercacios con separacion de desechos
3 compostas de residuos organicos
13 limpiezas del ric
50 escuelas con educacién ambiental
3 jagleyes recuperados
de produccién rural
Manejo integral del manantial Michiate y.
resolicion del conflicto comunitario

1presa Horelos 1
1<auce de alivie en barranca La Nopalera

2 viveras con 15 millanes de plantas nativas

60 millones de drboles reforestados

4 jagiieyes y 6 manantiales recuperacios

3 programas de desarrollo ecoturistico
Construccién de colectores

T3 planes do ordenamiento urbano y amblental
13 centros de acopio

13 compostas de residuos organicos comerciales
Iralieno intermunicipal

5 mil ha do produccion rural sustentable
Escuslas con cultura ambiental

Inventario de flora y fauna nativa

2 mil micro emprasas

Programa de ecoturismo

Social

Educacién socioambiental
Abatimiento de pobreza
Integracion de ONG's
Vinculo entre y con Ayudanf
Consejo desarrollo

Econémico
10 mil empleos
10 mil ha de agricultura organica
Mercado justo
or servicios ambientales

Capacitacion nutricional
Combate a diabetes

Pravencién do embarazos en adolescontes
Medicina y curaciones tradicionales

Ambiental
7 presas contra inundaciones
150 millones de srbales

productive

5 mil manejos forestales
Ecoturismo cultural

Politico
dusticia ambiental
Legisl biental

20 mil ha de suelos recuperades

1 centro de cultura ambiental

3 rellenos sanitarios intermunicipales
1ordenamiento integral de la cuenca
5 mil ha de riego eficiente

500 ha de drboles frutales

Vigilancia ciudadana
Tribunal ambiental ciudadane
Seguridad humana y ambiental

Contraloria ciudadana

Superficie sembrada
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Multi-stakeholder,
multidisciplinary and
Integrated manage-
ment of the
Yautepec river with
Involvement of the
four levels of govern
ment, business
community, trade
soclial movements,
NGO, schools and
affected people



Integral proposal of poverty
alleviation and environmental

recovery to reduce migration

Investing in the interdisciplinary science

of sustainable development

Investing in '}E(os stom Investing In
; ') Rising well-being ' (‘ environmental

poverty reduction

<+ sustainability .
conservation



Fig 1. Model of self-
reliant entrepreuneurship

External
evaluation

[

Auditing

|

Execution{
Internal
control

Insurance

Programation
Common cultural
id{tity

Cultural
consolidation

Financing

Identification of projects

ls Internal
organization

Capacity-building

Instruction

Administrative
structures

Legalization




Efficiency and Equity with Natural Resources

Climate change, economic crises, disasters

.
SUPPLY - Demand
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. _ _ _ Consensus
Efficency: technical, financial, _ Culture of water

enviornmental, social, governance Laws " Saving of natural resources
' ' 9 State of Law

Women'’s participation and control Policies Reuse, recycling
N Citizen participation
vl Resilience
EQUITY

Fuente: Oswald y Sandoval, 2006
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Gender
security

A\ 4

Socio-cultural
Capitals:

Family, community
Cooperation, solidarity
Culture, identity, social
representations
Education, socialization
Material, immaterial
values

Traditional medicine and
therapies

Human
security

Health
security

Environmental
security

Natural Capitals:

Soil

Air

Water

Genes

Biodiversity

Energy (fossil, renewables)

a

a

A 4 A 4

Economic Capitals:
Finances & markets
Production & labor
(nurses, doctors)

Infrastructure N
Science & technology,
innovation, and research

a

Food
Sec.

\ 4 \ 4

Political Capitals:
Policy: legal / judicial system
Politics: state, consensus,
interest groups and power
struggles vs. negotiations
Policies: regulating,
distributive, constituent
processes to protect citizens

AL




Transition to Alternative Livell-
hoods and Susta,inable Economy
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Thank you very much for your
attention




